Hemiballism in a patient with probable multiple system atrophy.
We report a patient with long-standing asymmetrical parkinsonism, cerebellar ataxia and dysautonomia, suggestive of multiple system atrophy (MSA). However, the patient also developed involuntary repetitive movements similar to ballic dyskinesias and mental deterioration. MRI revealed major involvement of both posterior fossa structures and basal ganglia. The case would be accommodated within a rubric of MSA widened to include involvement of the subthalamic nucleus and the medial part of the pallidum, pathology which may account for the ballic movements. Additionally the patient's cognitive and behavioural disturbances suggest an impairment of striato-prefrontal cortex loop.